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is very like one, what has been called the instinct of
domination; a delight in exercising despotism, in
holding other beings in subjection to our will. The
man who takes pleasure in the mere exertion of
authority, apart from the purpose for which it is to
be employed, is the last person in whose hands one
would willingly entrust it. Again, there are persons
who are cruel by character, or, as the phrase is,
naturally cruel; who have a real pleasure in inflicting,
or- seeing the infliction of pain. This kind of cruelty
is not mere hardheartedness, absence of pity or re-
morse; it is a positive thing; a particular kind of
voluptuous excitement. The East, and Southern
Europe, have afforded, and probably still afford,,
abundant examples of this hateful propensity. I sup-
pose it will be granted that this is not one of the natural
inclinations which it would be wrong to suppress.
The only question would be whether it is not a duty
to suppress the man himself along with it.

But even if it were true that every one of the
elementary impulses of human nature has its good side,
and may by a sufficient amount of artificial training
be made more useful than hurtful; how little would
this amount to, when it must in any case be admitted
that without such training all of them, even those
which are necessary to our preservation, would fill the
world with misery, making human life an exaggerated
likeness of the odious scene of violence and tyranny